
The following is an excerpt from “MLA Parenthetical Documentation” from The Write Place, St. Cloud State University, and has been 
copied with their permission.   

For complete information, visit the website:  http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/research/mlaparen.html#GENERAL_QUESTIONS 
 

 

 
Parenthetical documentation is a series of citations found within your paper. The purpose of  
parenthetical references is to lead your reader to the source of your quotations, paraphrases, and 
summaries. The references direct the reader to the full citation list called the Works Cited, at the end of 
your paper, where the reader can find all of the information needed to locate the sources.  
 
 
 
USING AUTHOR NAME  
The author of a source is always mentioned either in your text or in the parenthetical citation--unless no author is provided.  
 

Author's name mentioned in text  
Use the author's name in a single sentence to introduce the material. Then, cite the page number(s) in parentheses.  
 

Pope was clear to point out that, although many of his ideas were idealistic, Rousseau held ambivalent feelings toward women (138). 
 

Author's name not mentioned in text  
When you do not include the author's name in the text, place the author's last name in the parenthetical citation before the page 
number(s).  
 

During World War I, British and American women could, for the first time, earn first-class pay for first-class work (Gilbert 236-7). 
 

More than one work by the same author(s)  
When you refer to either of the sources, give the author's last name, an abbreviated title, and the page number(s). If you mention the 
author's last name in the sentence, you do not need to include the author's last name in parentheses. 
 

When calculating the number of homeless animals in the United States, the author comically stated that "Maybe man would not overrun the planet, but his 
pet poodles and Siamese cats might" (Westin, Pethood 6). She then further stated that there are 50 million homeless animals in the country (Westin, 
"Planning" 10). 

 

Two authors with the same last name  
Always include the author's first and last name in the sentence or in the parenthetical citation.  
 

Children will learn to write if they are given the freedom to choose their own subjects, Allison Faye argues, citing the city school council study of the early 
1970s (42-51); however, Robert Faye believes that children will learn how to write regardless of their school subjects (102-115). 

 
Two or three authors in a single source  
Place all of the authors' last names in the single sentence or in the parenthetical citation.  
 

Richards, Jones, and Moore maintain that college students who actively participate in extracurricular activities achieve greater academic excellence 
because they learn how to manage their time more effectively (185). or  
 
The authors maintain that college students who actively participate in extracurricular activities achieve greater academic excellence because they learn how 
to manage their time more effectively (Richards, Jones, and Moore 185). 

 

Four or more authors in a single source  
Use the first author's last name followed by "et al." (Latinóand others) either in the single sentence or in the parenthetical citation. You can 
also name all of the authors in the single sentence or in the parenthetical citation.  
 

Chazon et al. argued that ethnic groups are culturally based social organizations in which members have multiple identities (105-6). or  
 
The authors argued that ethnic groups are culturally based social organizations in which members have multiple identities (Chazon, Riley, Jacobs, and 
Rutherford 105-6). 

 
MULTIVOLUME WORKS  
 

Citing an entire volume of a multivolume work  
When using an entire volume in a multivolume work, it is not necessary to include the page number(s). Give the author's last name and 
the volume number, including the abbreviation "vol."  
 

Between 1762 and 1796, the economy of imperial Russia experienced profound changes under Empress Catherine II (Spielvolgel, vol. 3). 
 

Using part of one volume of a multivolume work  
When using part of one volume of a multivolume work, name the author in the single sentence or in the parenthetical citation. Place the 
volume number first and then the page number(s) with a colon and one space between them.  
 

According to Flint, Japanese women of the Tokugawa period had key roles and functions in the home (5: 139). 
 
ELECTRONIC SOURCES  
Include the author's last name only, because few electronic documents contain page numbers.  
 

Despite the many challenges she has faced on the Internet, the author still enjoys the "magic" of the MOO (Dibbell). 
 

If the electronic document does not have an author, use identifying words from the title.  
 

Each of the teletubbies has his/her own language acquisition level, and, because of this, a child can identify and progress to the next language level when 
the child feels comfortable ("The Inside Story"). 
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